Beckett Street

Beckett Street was named for Sylvester B. Beckett, a publisher of Portland City
Directories, a City Assessor, and City Council member. Originally laid out in 1857 from
the Eastern Promenade, it was extended to Congress Street in 1868. The street was
bisected by the construction of the Marada Adams School in the 1950s and the
southern half of the street was renamed O’Brion Street.

Architectural Character of the Street

The street is mainly comprised of two-and-a-half story gable-end dwellings that are two
bays wide with a row of two-bay triple decker apartments with flat roofs. There is also an
example of a one-and-a-half story wood frame dwelling at 87 Beckett Street. Most
buildings are on a raised brick foundation set at or a few feet back from the sidewalk.
Entrances are on the street facade, except for 71 Beckett Street which has an entrance
set back from the street on the side facade. Nearly every house has a projecting bay on
the front fagade which is two or three stories in height. Parking is accommodated in
narrow driveways to the side of each dwelling.



Address: 71 Beckett

Approximate/Documented Date of Building: 1888
Surveyed: 8/17/2018

Historic Name: Charles H. Hill House

Contributing or Noncontributing: Contributing




Introduction

71 Beckett Street is a front gabled two-and-a-half-story Italianate style wood frame multi-family
house clad in vinyl and wood trim. The dwelling is typical of the many gable front, Italianate
dwellings built on narrow lots that typify Munjoy Hill’s historic character. Defining stylistic
features include street-facing gables (corner plot; Beckett and Moody Streets), brackets at
eaves returns of the main roof structure, a two-story bay window on the front facade, L-shaped
plan with side entry, and flat roof porch supported by turned columns and brackets. Charles H.
Hill was a carpenter and builder with a shop on Moody Street.

Current Architectural Description

The facade is two bays wide and includes a two-story bay window in the second bay; its
windows are 1/1 and 2/1 with vinyl sash. Other windows in the facade are also 1/1 and 2/1 with
vinyl sash. The main entrance faces Beckett Street, but is located on a side porch leading to the
southern extension of the gable ell; the door is obscured by a metal screen door. The steps are
made of concrete; both a wood railing with squared balusters and a metal railing are present.

The south elevation faces Moody Street and is four bays wide. A single-story bay window
appears in the third bay, which is also the outward extending gable ell. Windows in the facade
are 2/1 with vinyl sash; the second floor of the gable extension includes a grouping of three
such windows.

The east elevation is three bays wide—one in the extending southern gable and two in the main
structure. Windows are 1/1 and 2/1 with vinyl sash. A rear entrance is located in the main
structure within a small, enclosed porch covered by hipped roof. The rear porch is accessed by
wooden stairs with horizontal two by fours in place of balusters.

The north elevation is three bays wide and includes 1/1 and 2/1 vinyl sash windows.
The roof is asphalt and contains two chimneys.

Additions and Alterations Since 1924

Significant alterations since 1924 include typical losses: wood clapboard siding and wooden
sash windows. Additional losses include wood hoods over the windows and a single window
and an arched single window, both in the south-facing gable. Despite these losses, the dwelling
retains its pedestrian level details, form, and scale that contribute to the neighborhood’s
historic character.



Address: 75 Beckett

Approximate/Documented Date of Building: 1889
Surveyed: 8/17/2018

Historic Name: Enoch C. Richards House
Contributing or Noncontributing: Contributing
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